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As previously reported, The Older Persons Act, 2006 (Act No 13 of 2006) which was published on 2nd 
November 2006, will replace the Aged Persons Act, 1967 (Act No 81 of 1967) once it comes into operation 
on a date to be determined by the President by proclamation in the Gazette. Before this can come about the 
Minister will have to make Regulations in terms of sect 34 of the Act. Sections 34 (4) and (5) require the 
Minister to publish a draft of the proposed regulations in the Gazette with a notice calling on interested 
parties to comment in writing within 30 days of the date of publication of the draft. Before the regulations 
are finalised and published the Minister must submit to Parliament the draft regulations and any comments 
received on them. A contract to write the regulations has been awarded to a service provider and SACSO 
attended a workshop on the first draft of the regulations held in Boksburg on 27th February. At this 
workshop the service providers anticipated that there could in the end be as many as 20 drafts prepared 
during the evolution of the final document.  The workshop appointed Task Teams to look more closely at 
various aspects of the Act and a second draft has now been produced but it is clear that this draft also has 
serious inadequacies requiring attention. It is planned by the service provider and the National Department 
of Social Development to hold workshops on this topic in each of the provinces during the course of March 
and April in order to produce the final draft regulations. As the implementation of the Act is extremely 
important to our older persons it is essential that all organisations dealing with the elderly give serious 
consideration to the contents of the regulations and participate in the provincial workshops. Copies of draft 
two are available in electronic format for those who require them. 
 
The United Nations considers persons 60 years and older as “Older Persons” and it is interesting to 
consider the proportion of older persons in the South African population. Of the 44.8 million persons 
enumerated in the 2001 census 3.28 million or 7.3% of the population qualify as older persons. In the 
developed world this percentage is as high as 19% while in equivalent developing countries in Asia and 
South America the figure is on average 8% and the average for Africa as a whole is 5%. In a population 
projection done by Jane Joubert of the Medical Research Council the number of over 60s will grow to 5.39 
million in South Africa by 2025. This ageing of world populations was looked at seriously by the UN at the 
Madrid Conference in 2002 followed by an Africa conference and South African conferences. As a matter 
of interest your chronicler  of Keeping You Posted is a member of the 400 000 older persons in the plus 80 
group. 
 
A very informative workshop on Population Ageing was organised by the Department of Social 
Development at the Burgers Park hotel in Pretoria on 15 March 2007. The following excellent research 
papers were presented at this workshop:  
Dr Mondi Makiwane (HSRC) Challenges of ageing in third world countries;  
Dr Bärbel Haldenwang (University of Stellenbosch) Population ageing in South Africa: a demographic 
reality in the age of AIDS;  
Jane Joubert (Medical Research Council) What does the Demographic and Health Survey tell us about the 
health and living conditions of older persons in South Africa;  
Dr Sebastiana Kalula  (University of Cape Town) Macro and Micro implications of population change for 
the health and well being of older persons;  
while Tuli Mahlangu (DSD) dealt with the Policy, the New Legislation and Services to older persons.  
We will obtain the Power Point presentations on these valuable contributions to the understanding of 
ageing in South Africa in due course and will make them available in electronic format to interested parties. 
 
It is clear that our Department of Social Development is serious about the welfare of the older person and 
this is evidenced by the number of publications now available dealing with various aspects relative to the 
elderly. The list below represents some of the documents relevant to this topic which I have received  in 
recent times.  
Guidelines for Frail Care Services for Older Persons, 2006 
Community Based Care and Support Services Model, 2007 
South African Policy for Older Persons 
Protocol on Management of Elder Abuse  
Summarised Older Persons Act No 13 of 2006 



The Changing Role of Older Persons in South African Households 
Population Policy for South Africa, 1998 
Charter on the Rights of Older Persons 
 
The SA Older Persons Forum and the Steering committee continues to meet on a monthly basis and is due 
to receive funding now from the National Department. This means that it will be able to open and staff an 
office and become more active. It is due to hold its first Annual General Meeting later in the year and it is 
vital that it represents all organisations which have an interest in older people. The present directors of the 
Forum, which is a section 21 company, all retire at the first AGM and the new directorate will be elected 
then by the members. Membership forms are available and organisational membership costs only R100-00 
per annum so hurry up and make your application for membership so that you can have a say in the 
functioning of this important Forum. 
 
Rather belated wishes to you for 2007 which seems to be speeding away at a rapid rate. 
 

Alan Pittendrigh, Vereeniging, 19/03/2007 
 


