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On 23 April the South African Confederation of Seniors Organisations (SACSO) held its second Annual 
General Meeting as the Confederation of Seniors Organisations but in fact its seventh AGM as it was 
initially formed in 2000. The office bearers elected at the AGM are:  
Chairman – John Benwell of SAARP 
Vice-Chairman – Karel Prinsloo of Gryskrag 
Secretary – Ray Hattingh of SAARP 
Treasurer – Alan Pittendrigh of Vaalelf 
Elected members of the Management Committee: 
Ian Madden of North Rand Seniors Club 
Gustave de Wulf of South Rand Seniors Club 
Aubrey Bezuidenhout of AERAMAFM 
In addition to the three elected MANCO members the following substantive member organisations have the 
right to appoint their representative and an alternate to MANCO: 
Clun 60/Transnet 
Greypower/Gryskrag 
SAARP 
Silver Springbok Association, & 
Vaal Elderly Forum 
 
SACSO was happy to welcome The Interest Group for Retirement Villages, represented by Hoffie 
Hofmeyer, as a new member of SACSO. I think this is an important development in the light of the Older 
Persons Act No 13 of 2006 and the regulations currently being developed. It is clear from these that the 
new Act will apply to any and every person or organisation offering services to the older person. The 
person and organisation offering such services will be required to register with the Department of Social 
Development as a service provider even if they do not receive any financial support from the State. This 
means, in my opinion, that retirement villages offering services to older persons will have to register and 
will have to have a Residents Committee looking after the rights of the older persons.  
 
While on the topic of the Regulations, I can report that good progress is being made in their drafting and 
that Draft 3 is currently being written. There has been substantial input from a series of workshops held by 
the National Department of Social Development in each of the nine provinces. Having personally 
participated in the Gauteng workshop I can also state that the input made in these workshops can be seen in 
the most recent regulation drafts which have been compiled on Chapters two to five of the Act. It seems 
that a thorough job of consultation of all interested parties is being done through this process. I am also 
informed that the Department intends to hold a further National workshop once Draft 3 becomes available.   
 
You may recall that in August 2005 a National Convention towards the establishment of a National Forum 
on Older Persons in South Africa was hosted by the Human Rights Commission and the Department of 
Social Development at the Eskom Convention Centre. This Convention was attended by over 200  
persons and a quick analysis of the attendance list indicates that there were: 
32 persons from 26 different State Departments from the various levels of government. 
6 delegates plus organisers from the Human Rights Commission 
17 from universities and research organisations 
3 from non-South African organisations 
158 from various organisations with an interest in the elderly 
 
The National Convention unanimously decided that there should be an umbrella forum at a National level 
to look after the interests of older persons and a 20 member steering committee representing all different 
groupings was appointed to establish the forum. They have met on a regular basis and on 27th May 2006 the 
South African Older Persons Forum (SAOPF) was registered as a sect 21 company under the Companies 
Act No 61 of 1973. The purpose of the Company in terms of its Articles of Association is: 

1. To provide a forum to coordinate, mobilise and represent the collective voice of older persons and to 
lobby and advocate for the advancement of rights of older persons. 



2. To promote the exchange of information and experience among associations of older persons, 
organisations providing services for older persons, as well as interested individuals. 

SAOPF was later registered as a Non Profit Organisation and recently received funding from the 
Department of Social Development. A full-time Coordinator for the Forum has now been appointed and an 
office is being set up at 6 Spin Street, Cape Town so the Forum should now be able to start working to 
realise its objectives. It has also been decided that an Annual General Meeting will be held on 11th 
September. In terms of the Memorandum of Association of the Forum all the present Directors, who are the 
Steering Committee appointed in 2005, will stand down and a new Board of Directors will be elected. 
Consequently it is essential for all organisations with an interest in the elderly to become members of 
SAOPF so as to give them a voice in the elections. It is my belief that all those organisations which 
participated in the National Convention and elected the Steering committee have a moral obligation to 
become members of the Forum which they planned.  
 
It is of interest that in the latest South African Plan of Action on Ageing published in May this year and for 
a period of ten years, recognition is given to the South African Older Persons Forum. In paragraph 3.3.6 it 
states that “The South African Human Rights commission and the Department of Social Development have 
put in place mechanisms for the establishment of a National Forum for older persons. Its main objective is 
to ensure that older persons participate in civil society matters” Elsewhere it refers to the older persons as 
the “Voice of wisdom”. 
 
May we all work together to realise SAOPF as the  

Voice of Wisdom 
 

Alan Pittendrigh, Vereeniging, 21/05/2007 
 


