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The new year has got off to a flying start with the second draft of the Older Persons Bill 
having been published. This is a decided improvement on the original Bill. I understand 
that there will be a third draft which will go to the Portfolio Committee during February 
and then it will be considered by Parliament after the elections. 
The Steering Committee which was appointed at the National Convention in August to 
develop a National Forum on Older Persons has continued with its work and after a two 
day workshop held in November 2005 decided to proceed with a Memorandum and 
Articles of Association of a section 21 Company. The company will be called the South 
African Older Persons Forum (SAOPF) and at a Committee meeting held on 24th January 
the details were finalised and the necessary documents have been lodged with the 
Registrar of Companies for registration. When this has been achieved an application will 
be made for registration with the Department of Social Development as a Non-Profit 
Organisation (NPO) and with the SARS as a Public Benefit Organisation.  
SAOPF is intended to be an umbrella body to which all existing organisations working in 
the interests of older persons can affiliate so that we have one body which can speak on 
behalf of all older persons in the RSA. The purpose of the Forum will be to provide a 
forum to coordinate, mobilise and represent the collective voice of older persons and to 
lobby and advocate for the advancement of the rights of older persons. It also will 
promote the exchange of information and experience among associations of older 
persons, organisations providing services to older persons as well as interested 
individuals. 
In addition to these actions a two day workshop on a South African Plan of Action on 
Ageing was held on 26/27th January at the St George Conference Centre. This was 
attended by 60 representatives of Non-Government Organisations. During last year a 
similar three day workshop was held for State Departments. The results of these two 
workshops will now be combined by the Department of Social Development and will 
then be circulated for comment. When this point is reached we must give serious 
consideration to our comments as the final document will determine the State policy on 
ageing in the RSA and be of critical importance to our older persons. 
From the start already made to 2006 it looks as if we are in for a hectic but momentous 
year. The best wishes for 2006 to all of you who are working in the interests of older 
persons in the RSA. 
 
Alan Pittendrigh, Vereeniging, 30/01/2006 
 
 


