
KEEPING YOU POSTED – DECEMBER  2006 
 
The last Keeping You Posted appeared in the July/August edition of the Plus 50 Magazine. Some persons 
may take this to signify that SACSO has been dormant in the interim. This has been far from the case and I 
made way in the September/October issue for Paul Rosenbrock’s article on Reverse Mortgages appearing 
in that issue. Reverse Mortgage systems are being produced at a surprising rate and this seems to be a part 
of South African financial institutions trying to catch up on developments in this regard in the rest of the 
world. While holding the potential to be of assistance to older persons who are being left behind financially 
by rising inflation, they also hold many potential pitfalls and need to be assessed very carefully before 
making use of them. Paul Rosenbrock is playing a leading role on behalf of SACSO in this regard and 
SACSO will only give its endorsement to such a scheme when it is certain that the rights of pensioners is 
properly protected in any such programme. 
 
In the meanwhile the Older Persons Bill having gone through all the processes of legislation has now been 
signed into law by the State President and appears in the Gazette no 29346 dd 2-11-2006. This Act no 13 of 
2006 replaces the Aged Persons Act, no 81 of 1967 and the Aged Persons Amendment Act no 100 of 1998. 
The 1998 amendment made provision for action on elder abuse. I first saw a draft of a new bill in the late 
90’s which seemed to then disappear. I also received a Draft Bill on the Status of Older Persons, Draft 3 in 
2001 and then of course the Bill as tabled in 2003. Radical changes have been made to the thinking on this 
Bill over this period, to some extent influenced by the United Nations Second World Assembly on Ageing 
held in Madrid in April 2002. From the foregoing one realises that a great deal of effort and thought has 
gone into this piece of legislation and I find it sad to think that so few of the older generation have even 
taken the trouble to find out what the content is of a law which will possibly have an effect in some way on 
their lives. Just looking at the Objects of the Act illustrates its importance. These are: a) Maintain and 
promote the status, well being, safety and security of older persons; b) maintain and protect the rights of 
older persons; c) shift the emphasis from institutional care to community based care in order to ensure that 
an older person remains in his or her home within the community for as long as possible; d) regulate the 
registration, establishment and management of services and the establishment and management of 
residential facilities for older persons; and e) combat the abuse of older persons. The Act is not perfect by 
any manner of means and still in my opinion discriminates against us males as it says that an older person 
in the case of a male, is 65 years and older and in the case of a female, is 60 years and older. However there 
is no doubt that there is a serious intent to improve the lot of us oldies. Substantial funds have been 
allocated for workshops in all of the provinces to disseminate the contents of the Act and a Training 
Manual on the Act has already seen the light of day. As in most Acts of Parliament it provides for the 
Minister to promulgate regulations under the Act. It is my understanding that a committee has been decided 
on consisting of officials and members of the private sector and that a tender has been called for from 
parties to write the regulations. However before the Minister makes any such regulations a draft of the 
regulations is required to be published in the Gazette together with a notice calling for written comment on 
the proposed regulations within a period of not less than 30 days. The draft regulations with the comments 
received must then be submitted to Parliament before the regulations can be finalised. If my ideas on this 
are correct hen I cannot see the regulations being finalised much before the end of 2007 and the Act will 
then consequently only be finally promulgated in 2008. 
 
If anyone is still not convinced of the seriousness of the government relative to the older person then let me 
draw their attention to the following actions. A South Africa Policy for Older Persons has been drawn up 
and is at present being explained to various groups. Currently a Workshop is being conducted by the 
National Department of Social Development on The Transformation of Services to Older Persons and on 
the SA Plan of Action on Ageing.. I have today received a document entitled Charter on the Rights of Older 
Persons and I believe that SACSO need to consider this Charter very seriously and I will bring its contents 
to the attention of the MANCO of SACSO. The Department of Correctional Services is at present drafting 
a policy relative to older persons under their jurisdiction in correctional custody. 
 
Then I think that I should also report on the development in the SA Older persons Forum (SAOPF). The 
Board of Directors of  the SAOPF has now been extended from  the original 7 to include all principal 
members of the Steering Committee elected at the National Convention last year. The SA Human Rights 



Commission is also appointing a Section 5 Committee in terms of their Act which will include 5 members 
of the SAOPF. A major database is being developed by the SAOPF which will attempt to include any 
organisation or individual who has an interest in older persons. Any person or arganisation wishing to be 
included on this data base may make contact with me in this regard. And then finally the SAOPF has now 
finalised its application for membership form and I will be E-mailing this to all our members possibly next 
week. I sincerely trust that you will all join the Forum so as to make it as all inclusive as possible and the 
membership fee has been set at R100-00 per annum for any organisation. 
 
The best wishes to you all for the festive season and please  
look at your leisure at the SACSO website - www.sacso.co.za  
 

Alan Pittendrigh, Vereeniging, 28/11/2006 
 
 


